                          Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
 


*Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                
    *Extinguishing of candles


  * Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today February 12, 2023; the Sixth Sunday after Epiphany!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

                 SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 ***********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 ***********************************************************
LAY READERS: Feb. 12 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Feb. 19 - Gerry Wiest; Feb. 26 - Carolyn Nye; Mar. 5 - Norine Goss. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Feb. 12 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Feb. 19 - Marie Herb; Feb. 26 - Donna Novinger; Mar. 5 - Kenny Bechtel. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

Beginning in March the Adult Sunday School class plans to begin studying “The Chosen” Season 1. Please see Sharon Fetterhoff or Marie Herb if you have questions. There is a signup sheet for those who are interested so we can have enough study guides for everyone to participate each week.
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                              February 12, 2023
                 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
February 12, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Sue Faust                      

L:  Seek the Lord while he may be found. Call upon him while he is near.
P:  Too long have we followed the devices of our own hearts.
L:  God has set before us life and death, blessings and curses.

P:  We would choose life, loving the Lord our God, obeying him and holding fast to him.
L: Come! Let us worship together.
      *Hymn -    “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”            Page 59       

*Invocation 
                                                                                  
*Confession:  (In Unison)
O Lord, we really do want to be kind, loving, and compassionate in all our dealings with other people, but time and again we find ourselves being angry, judgmental, and self-righteous. Forgiving Father, create in us clean hearts, and open our eyes that we may see that everyone we meet is our brother or sister. Help us to become a loving people so that we may truly share in your eternal kingdom. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
   The Psalm: 119:1-8 (Responsive)                                  
 L: Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the LORD.
P: Blessed are those who keep his statues and seek him with all their heart--
L: they do no wrong but follow his ways.
P: You have laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed.
L: Oh, that my ways were steadfast in obeying your decrees!
P: Then I would not be put to shame when I consider all your commands.
L: I will praise you with an upright heart as I learn your righteous laws.
P: I will obey your decrees; do not utterly forsake me.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)
We believe in God: Who has created all that we experience - and is creating still. Who came to us in His son, Jesus, to reconcile and to save; who works through us by His Spirit. He calls us into His church, to celebrate His presence, to love and serve His people, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, our crucified and risen Savior. In life and in death, and in the life beyond death. These things we believe in our heart, confess with our voice, and trust with our soul. Amen.
Hymn -                 “I Need Thee Every Hour”                Page 428            
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:             Matthew 5:21-30                  Sharon Fetterhoff                

                       (Pg. 6 New Testament Pew Bible)
    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:                    “It Begins in the Heart”     

Dedication of Offering          
   *Hymn -     “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing”        Page 601
PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

     *Emily Degnitz, (Home); *Tracey Knauss, (Ed Dobbin’s friend); *Josephine Stoneroad, (Carol/Gary Miller’s neighbor); *Nancy McElrath, (Car accident, hosp, Shelly McElrath’s mother-in-law); *Brett Baker, (he is home from hosp. Gail Newman’s son); *Barbara Croutharmel, (surgery Feb. 15); Ed Dobbin; Betty Lebo; Dennis Croutharmel; Diane Shaffer; Ed Berra; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop; Bob Pottiger; Raymond Enders; Susan Lazor;  Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Randy Byerly; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Ellen Snyder; Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller; Stanley Moose, (Gary Miller’s friend); Logan Willier, (Carol/Gary Miller’s grandson); Pat Scheidler, (Carol Miller' friend)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know if their prayer need has changed. Thank you.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Feb. 12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
              12:00Noon-5:00PM - Girl Scout Father/Daughter Event

Feb. 13 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee

Feb. 14 - 5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal 

               (Eat-at-church only)

Feb. 15- 6:00PM - Prayer Meeting (everyone is welcome to attend and pray for members, friends, family, community, our world) 
               7:00PM - Council Meeting

Feb. 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday February 14, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Fish (fish sticks for kids), Macaroni & Cheese, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
PRAYER MEETING will be held on Wednesday February 15 from 6:00PM to 7:00PM. Everyone is welcome to attend and pray for members, friends, family, community and our world. 
COUNCIL MEETING will be held at 7:00PM. 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE will be held at Valleys on February 22nd at 7:00PM.
BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethseda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for February 12, 2023

INVOCATION:
Eternal God, we return to your house this day to pray and worship you.  We rejoice in your presence and pray that you would fill our minds with the high idea of your holy Word as written by prophets and apostles and lived out in Jesus Christ.  We worship you now with our whole hearts and minds.  In Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

SCRIPTURE:  Psalm 119:1-8, Matthew 5:21-30
SERMON:




“It Begins in the Heart”


In the verses preceding this text, Jesus tells his followers I have come not to abolish or invalidate the Law, but to fulfill it, that is, to bring it to completion. Jesus’ quarrel isn’t over the Law, but basically with the religious leader’s narrow interpretation of the Law. They were restricting the Law to a person’s action alone. But Jesus expanded the Law to include the heart’s intent or the root cause of the action, like murder involving angry thoughts, and adultery involving lustful looks.  


The idea of our actions being caused by something deeper inside was acted out in its entirety back in the beginning in the story of Cain and Able.  Cain was a farmer while Able was a shepherd. Cain offered God a portion of the harvest while Able offered his very best, the first-born lamb. God preferred Able’s offering and this caused Cain to become very upset, and in his anger he killed his brother.

“The the Lord said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry?  Why that scowl on your face?  If you had done the right thing, you would be smiling but because you have done evil, sin is couching at your door.  It wants to rule you, but you must overcome it.” (Genesis 4:6-7)


Cain didn’t all of a sudden wake up and I think I’ll kill my brother today.”  Rather it all began with anger, un-resolved and un-confessed anger. If Cain had confessed his anger and resolved it then murder probably would not have been the outcome.


This is what Jesus is pointing to. The sin of murder begins with the sin of anger, and so in God’s eyes they are one and the same, and the penalty is the same.


One little boy wrote, “Dear God, Maybe Cain and Able would not kill each other so much if they had their own rooms. It works for my brothers and I.”


Now what Jesus said caused a lot of grief, because the religious leaders of that day, as well as many in our own day base their salvation and relationship with God on comparisons, that is, how they stack up or compare with others.  This sort of comparison is at the heart of Jesus’ parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector, Luke 18:9-14. In this parable the Pharisee was telling God how good he was not like extortionist, adulterers, or even the tax collector. The tax collector on the other hand knew of his sinful condition and hung his head confessing his sinfulness asking for mercy.  In the parable Jesus said that it was the tax collector that left justified, having his sins forgiven, while the Pharisee left with his sins intact.


How often we believe that they’re okay with God because we’re not as bad as the next guy. But when confronted with the words of Jesus we realize that no one is ever good enough to stand before a holy and righteous God. And we realize that God’s requirements are beyond our ability or capability to keep.


What’s also important to understand is that Jesus isn’t trying to find more ways to condemn us, because Jesus said that he hadn’t come to condemn, but to save. What Jesus is getting at is the heart of the matter, because our relationship with God is not based on our actions or ability to be good; rather our relationship begins with the heart.


Listen to what he says, “You have heard that people were told in the past, ‘Do not commit murder; anyone who does will be brought trial.; But now I tell you:  whoever is angry with his brother will be brought to trial, whoever calls his brother ’You good-for-nothing!’ will be brought before the Council, and whoever calls his brother a worthless fool will be in danger of going to the fire of hell. Matthew 5:21-22


Jesus is saying that our anger never remains in our thoughts, but is acted out in our words and eventually in our deeds.


The word “fool,” is “moros” and it’s where we get our word, “moron.” What Jesus reveals is that these are more than just names but they directly attack a person’s character.  Now we really don’t think too much about name-calling.  Those names really hurt, and in a way, while they may not kill us, they do assassinate our character. These sorts of names are what we call, “fighting words.”  Further they get filed in the back of our minds and have a way of being stored there and we begin to believe these things to be true. 


Now, the severity of judgment seems to escalate with the words we use. To be angry produces the same judgment as murder, but when it escalates to insults like calling someone an idiot moves it to a higher court. The word “council” is the Greek word for Sanhedrin, the highest court in the land. And when we assassinate their character by calling them a fool or moron, then hell fire is the end judgment.


Jesus is saying that in the same way murder is judged, so will those who have anger issues towards others, and if it escalates into slanderous language, then the judgment will be worse.  Jesus uses graphic language to get our attention and to drive his point home. He does his best to shake us out of our complacency and self-righteous attitudes.


While we may not have committed murder, we shouldn’t think we’re safe from judgment, because if you have anger in your heart towards someone where you get to the point of assassinating their character, you’re just as guilty.


Now at this point we might say, “Oh this is righteous anger.” What is “righteous anger.” Martin Luther may have given the best definition. He said it’s “an anger of love, one that wishes no one any evil, one that is friendly to the person, but hostile to the sin.”  In our modern day Christian language we’d say it’s anger that hates the sin but loves the sinner.

Jesus then goes on to give two illustrations which reveal an interesting twist.

“So if you are about to offer your gift to God at the altar and there you remember that your brother has something against  you, leave your gift there in front of the altar, go at once and make peace with your brother, and then come back and offer your gift to God.  

“If someone brings a lawsuit against you and takes you to court settle the dispute with him while there is time, before you get to court.  Once you are there, he will turn you over to the judge, who will hand you over to the police, and you will be put in jail.  There you will stay, I tell you, until you pay the last penny of your fine.”  Matthew 5:23-26


Jesus isn’t dealing with our anger issues with others; rather it’s other’s anger issues with us that we’ve caused.  We’re far more likely to remember our anger against someone else and what they’ve done to us rather than what we’ve done to offend them that have caused them to be angry with us.


In the first example – before we offer our sacrifices to God if we remember that someone has a problem with us, we are to go make it right by them before we offer anything to God. What this means is that if we remember that someone is upset with us, let’s not wait or put it off. We are to go immediately and make it right.


Unresolved problems are like unexploded bombs. In Europe there are hundreds of tons of unexploded ammunition left over from WWII, and they’re killing people every year. Over time corrosion begins to make them extremely unstable and they explode at the slightest tremor.  So it is with unresolved anger. It gets more corrosive as time goes by and when we least expect it’ll blow up in our face.  So Jesus is telling us to go make peace before it’s too late.


The second illustration is probably the most unused in our day, and it’s probably the reason our courts are so clogged up. It’s because we haven’t taken Jesus’ advice when we’re in the wrong. We try to ignore it hoping that it’ll go away, and then we find ourselves in court wondering why God let it happen.  What we need to do is to find common ground with those we’ve wronged and make arrangements to make it right.


Now Jesus deals with the sin of adultery, and He does so the same way He did with murder.

Matthew 5:27-30 says, “You have heard that it was said, ’Do not commit adultery.’  But now I tell you:  anyone who looks at a woman and wants to possess her is guilty of committing adultery with her in his heart.  So if your right eye causes you to sin, take it out and throw it away!  It is much better for you to lose a part of your body than to have your whole body thrown into hell.  If your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away!  It is much better for you to lose one of your limbs than to have your whole body go off to hell.”


Again the religious leaders were taking a conveniently narrow view and interpretation of adultery. And Jesus widens the meaning that if we can commit murder with our words, then we can commit adultery in our hearts.


What does it mean to look lustfully?  Personally I think we all know the answer to that one, but we want some definition so we can find some sort of loophole.  If we want to please God then we must set boundaries on what we may and may not look at.


This is what Job did. He said that he made a covenant, an agreement with his eyes that he wouldn’t look, or gaze intently upon a woman, Job: 31:1, because he knew his heart always followed his eyes, and because of that, Job was never enticed to act upon the temptation.


Now, Jesus gives us some practical advice when it comes to doing this, and it has nothing to do with self-mutilation, rather it’s about disciplining ourselves when it comes to sinful desires.  When he said we are to pluck out our eyes if they have sinned?  He simply said don’t look.  Behave as if you actually plucked out our eyes, because being blinded means we can’t see that which causes us to sin.  To cut off our hands and feet means don’t go there. Behave as if you actually cut off our hands and feet so we don’t do or go to those places that cause us to stumble.


Simply put – are you going to live for this world, or are you going to follow Christ.  And so the whole matter that’s before us is – what is the condition of our hearts. 


We need to deal with our hearts, not so much with our actions. David realized this after His sin of adultery with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband, Uriah. He said, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me … The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart – these, O God, You will not despise.” (Psalm 5:10, 17)

So, how’s your heart? It all begins with our heart!
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER:
Heavenly Father, we praise and thank you for all your goodness, grace, and patience towards us.  We thank you for the Scriptures and the truth they contain and we thank you for opening our eyes to believe the truth your Word teaches.   We hear the many prophetic voices in Scripture that point us to Jesus Christ - our God and our Savior.    You reach out to us in so many ways and yet there are so many things pulling us away from you.    Lord, keep the eyes of our hearts looking to Jesus for our direction and provisions and protection.   May we have an undivided heart that looks to Jesus as the author and perfector of our lives.    Many of us need healing – healing from past hurts, healing spiritually, healing from sickness and physical pains and we reach out to you to receive this healing.  We pray for minds that are closed to the truth and who are trusting in their own righteousness.  Through your Holy Spirit point us all to your truth and knowledge.  And now in this time of silence we lift up to you those names that are known and others known only to you . . . Lord God, heal and renew us and make us whole again.  In the name of Jesus who taught us to pray  . . . Our Father . . . Amen.

BENEDICTION:

And now may the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.  Amen.

